: 


- L UT.- GENERAL SIMCOE under ſtanding 
that the tranſlation of the Duke de Liancourt's Travels has been much circu- 
| lated, thinks it not improper to print an extra from a letter of his to the 
printer, Mr. Phillips, in anſwer to à very civil communication received 
from him reſpecting that work. This extract will elucidate the purport of 
tie communication, and at the fame time account for Lieut. - General 
Simcoe's ſpeech, on the cloſing of the firſt parliament of the province of Upper 
Canada, being inſerted in the appendix of that work. 


He adds a paper delivered by him, when he was very lately under orders 
. for foreign ſervice, to the Honorable Rufus King, miniſter from the United © 
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| Wouronn-Lonor _ 25th, 12885. 
1 FEEL / myſelf highly obliged by oor letter of the roi of F ts 
the more ſo, as the preſs, ſince the- commencement of the American- 
war, has faſhioned itſelf to the views and EEE thoſe: who have en- 
deavoured to deſtroy tlie conſtitution of England. 1 
In reſpect to the ſubject of your letter, I do not ſee how-it would bet. 
practicable to alter, in the tranſlation, what the Duke de Liancourt has 
printed in his native language. The ſheets before me, are, I think, 
uniformly miſtatements, and thoſe on points (fuch as the Canada'conſti- 
tution) where he had the ſubje&t matter in print. I preſume theſe 
N ecerrors not to be wilful. In reſpect to any part of my public conduct, 
that will be always ready to meet diſcuſſion, where ſuch diſcuſtion is uſeful 
to the: public; but, I truſt, our American enmity: has ceaſed, and I now, 
that under God, 115 am 1 alta that Ea: the war Oe 
the two countries. | 
If the Duke de A on [his return to Philadelphia, told _ 
Americans, that ſhould a war commence, I faid-< it muſt be a war of- 
T the purſe,” and that inſtead of their attacking Niagara, «I meant to 
Attack Philadelphia, his viſit (and alſo that of many. others) was of 
 - great; temporary utility to the King's ſervice... But where he could pick 
up the ſtory of there being ty thouſand Indians (which no-American- 
could believe) or that. they had: all taken oaths to rogſ and ſealp the 
Americans, ee e e Den 1 W oy am at a 11 tor 
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On the whole, let his book take its courſe in the world: if neceſſary, 
I ſhall contradict it; if otherwiſe, {till in proceſs of time my poſthumous. 
memoirs may appear, and a niche may be reſerved for this very unge- 
nerous Frenchman. 
In the 240th page the Duke mentions my lagkine I deteſt the word, 
and truſt it has never infected my conduct. I wiſh it could be altered 
to “ ſpeaking,” or any other word. The fact is not true: I ever burnt 
a houſe during the whole war, except founderies, gaols, and magazines; 
and in the Memoirs of the Queen's Rangers, a few copies of which I 
publiſhed, in one view to contradict ſuch characters as La Fayette. 
and Chaſtellux, I expreſſly remarked, page 20, On the return, and 
about two miles from Haddonfield, Major Simcoe was obſerving to. 
« ſome officers a peculiar ſtrong ground, when looking back, he faw a 
« houſe, that he had: paſſed, in flames: it was too far gone for all his en- 
« deavours to ſave it; he was excerdingly hurt at the circumſtance, but 
« neither threats of puniſhment,nor offers of reward, could induce a diſ- 
e covery. This was the only inſtance of a diſorder of this nature that 
* ever happened under his command; and he afterwards knew it was 
% not perpetrated by any of the. Queen's Rangers.” 80 that you ſee, 
Sir, my proud boaſting is of a different quality from what Monſieur: 
Liancourt has apprehended : but moſt certainly, if American avarice, 
envy, or folly, had attempted to overrun Upper Canada, I ſhould have. 
defended myſelf by ſuch meaſures as Engliſh Generals had been accuſ- 
tomed to, and not ſought for the morality of war, in the ſuſpicious data. 
of the inſidious economiſt : my humanity, I truſt, is founded on the rę- 
ligion of my country, and not on the hypocritical n of a b 
philoſophy. | 
That the Duke de 8 aſſerts my defenfiue plans were ſetited,. = 
and that I loudly profeſſed my hatred to the United States, I conceive. 
with the candid reader, will make all thoſe ſhafts fall harmleſs, which, 
through me, /e aims, as an hone/t Frenchman, at my country and its beſt. 
| intereſt, n. an irrevocable. union with the. United States. Thoſe. 
| ſentiments 
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1 
ſentiments of mine were * forth into oublic, by the improper con- 
duct of Mr. Randolph, the American ſecretary of ſtate, in 1794, and are 
printed. in Debret's Collection. I know they gave great ſatisfaction to 
the Engliſh Americans, and as much umbrage to the philoſophiſts and 
Frenchmen. 

I will trouble you for a moment to lay, that if you publiſh any papers 
as an appendix to your tranſlation, you may not think it improper to 
include the ſpeech I incloſe, which has never been printed in England, 
and is illuſtrative: of the objects I had in view, and may, by a note of 
reference, be eaſily connected with the view of them, as exhibited by 
Monſ. Liancourt.. | 

His deſcriptions, it may be eaſily hs originated from ſnatches 
and pieces of my. converſation. 

Should this ſpeech not enter into your So. Ll be. ebliged. 1 to you | 
ta return it to me. 

Does the Duke de Line mention his companion Petit Thouars? 
| Perhaps your tranſlator may not know that he was captain of the Tonant, 
and killed in the battle with Lord Nelſon; if he does not, the anecdote 
may be agreeable to him. 

I am now to apologize for the trouble I give you in 8 haſty letter: 
receive it as a mark of my reſpect, as I would wiſh to ſtand well in the | 
opinion of a man, who, like you, has the wiſdom to ſee that the cha- 

racer of the nation is intereſted in that of the individual; and that un- 
ſpotted reputation is the moſt deſirable acquiſition for a military and 
civil ſervant of his king and country to ſecure and to enjoy. 

1 obſerve. the tranſlator ſays, p. 229, ** York dgſigned to be the ſeat. of 
government, &c. It is at preſent the ſeat of government, but before - 
left England for America, I de/igned London, on the Thames, or La 
Franche, as the ſeat of government, and York as an arſenal. I did not, 
as Monſ. Liancourt ſeems to ſuppoſe, act from circumſtances, for I always 

Pee n to. be given urn and never thought its poſſeſſion of 
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COPY or A PAPER 
Delivered to r HONORABLE RUF Us KING, 


MINISTER OF THE | UNITED STATES. 


TERROR A, 1800- 5 


The Duke de n Rockefoucault) in the recent len of : 
his Travels thro North-America, ſpeaks with much freedom of Major- 
General Simcoe, then Lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada. It muſt 
evidently appear to any perſon, who ſhall give the ſubje& due conſidera. 
tion, that the concluſions which the Duke de Liancourt-draws from his 
ſuppoſed. communications with the Lieutenant-governor (while living 


In his family) are at variance, and inconſiſtent with themſelves ; yet, as 


a ſervant of his king and: country, Major-General Simcoe deems it pro- 
per to ſay, that the principles which governed his conduct while. in the, 
adminiſtration of the government of Upper Canada, were the reverſe ok 
what is inſinuated by the Duke de Liancourt, and that he was actuated. 
by the moſt ſincere intentions to preſerve peace, good neighbourhood, 
and good will between the king's ſubjects and thoſe of the United States; 
and he has ever been of opinion, in expreſs contradiction to Monſ. de 
Liancourt, that the moſt ſtrict union between the to nations, is the 
real intereſt of each, and wilt mark the ſoundeſt policy and true wiſdom 


in thoſe who ſhall, reſpectively, govern their councils. Major-General, 


Simcoe is ſo· conſcious of having perſonally-aQted-upon-theſc principles, 


during his adminiſtration of that n. that he has claimed from. 
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the Duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt, protection and conſideration, as hav- 


ing been the principal means of preventing hoſtilities with the United 


States, from the mode in which he ns the EO - orders 1 
received in Upper Canada. i 


In teſtimony of theſe premiſes, Major-General Sicwoos — ke 
moſt reſpectfully, to offer this repreſentation to the Honourable Rufus 


King, miniſter Reps . gs the Uni YO to hi oy of 
Om a 1 | 


* 
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Lieut.- General Si uxcok adds a letter of his father to the late Lord BAR- : 
RINGTON. This monument of the elevated views and Rateſman-like pro- 
3 jets of an accompliſhed officer, will beſt elucidate the earlieſt impreſſions of 
his fon, relative to America, and vindicate the motives of his conduct 
from any miſrepreſentation. The Duke de LI AN couRT Rochkrou- 
CAULT' would therein find what incited the Lieut.-General to prefer the 
Lieutenant Government of Upper Canada to any other object that might 
be fairly ſuppoſed to be in his reach. Nie events of the American war 
have not annihilated the eſſential ing of Great Drivers and the United 
| Sf, fates. 


LETTER to Lord BARRINGTON. 


FSi © ae et, in diem vivere, noftra conſilia 8 tem ſtus ſmeftare debent.” 
Tuull. Cicero. 


Me tonal. 


I will not offer to apologize for the trouble given you in reading this 
paper, becauſe I have experience that any ſketch preſented to your 
Lordſhip for the public ſervice, will meet with a favorable reception : 
in the ſubſequent obſervations therefore, if the principles ſhould be 
erroneous, or the means ill-proportioned, your Lordſhip, I truſt, will 
pardon the miſtakes, becauſe the end is juſt. It appears to me, my Lord, 
that the French government has, until lately, given but an imperfect 
Ig attention to their North American ſettlements, and whilſt it has pro- 
11S | jected claims to the univerſal, by a parſimonious conduct, has neglected 
\ to:eſtabliſh, ſolidly, a partial dominion there. But French genius and 
induſtry has tempered theſe errors, the diſcoveries and repreſentations 
of their miſſionaries have opened their ears; the lucrative fiſhery and 
reduction of Louiſbourgh have opened their eyes. This capture is, or 
might have been, of the ſame ſervice to them, as the late rebellion in 
| Scotland 
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| might gloſs the capture... 


| (4 Þ 
Scotland was to this nation: paſt errors were ſeen, favorable occaſions - 


given to correct abuſes, and to prevent future evils. When the diſ- 
parity of numbers in North America is conſidered, the French about 


fifty thouſand, the Engliſh near two millions, we are ſurprized that a 
Frenchman there dares open his mouth unleſs with obeiſance, but when 
he lifts his hand and ſtrikes, from Carolina to Nova Scotia, it ſeems 


portentous. Numbers, however, avail not without counſel and valour;. 
the aſtoniſhment. ceaſes on a nearer ſurvey, and we eaſily diſcern the bal- 
ance more than reſtored by the difference of genius, manners, purſuits, 
fituation, and government of theſe. people. The Engliſh are of a com- 
_ mercial, the French of a. military diſpoſition ; the latter enterprizing, 


reſtleſs, ſubtle, active, and ambitious ;. the former. ſedentary, ſoftened, , 


fond of quiet and lucre: the. force of one ſtrengthened by the union and 


harmony of its parts, animated and directed to an invariable. point by one 


government; that of the. other broken and diſſipated by a variety of diſ- 


tinct governments, habits, views, and humours : the Engliſh negligent . 
and unſkilful in applying. to the. paſſions of the. Indians, and in 5 . 
ciſing them; the French of ready. addreſs, and inceſſant application in 


their management, the more dangerous and difficult to guard againſt, as 


the young are tutored, and the ſanguinary diſpoſition of the old flattered 
into horrid acts of treachery and maſſacre, as pleaſing to the deity and 
becoming manhood. Hence we ſee the French inſulting every where. 


with an evident ſuperiority; the Engliſh every where invaded, defence- 
leſs, impotent even to the perception and contempt of the Indians. 


Whoever remembers the American brigade in the Weſt Indies, will . 
readily diſcern the miſtake. of thoſe who judge. the. American Engliſh. 
fitted for military. purpoſes, without the exerciſe of ſome painful cam- 
paigns; and, if they took Louiſbourgh, that event was leſs owing to 
the martial qualities and ſkill of the beſiegers, than to the unparalleled . 
bad behaviour of the beſieged, however 2775 circumſtances of thoſe times 


B. 6 T 


— — — 


r rr In rea. re ns ent ind — 
5 v » K 


*r - i Doe et es * REY r 
* 2 A r * a 
— ä N — 4 Rs L * | LS 


1 
Theſe; are * but not ths principal reaſons, which led me, my 
Lord, to think the expedition to Virginia not entirely proportioned to 
its end, if that was to ſecure to us an advantageous termination to the | 
diſputes ſubſiſting between the two crowns, and to ſtop the French pro- 
greſs on that continent. France from her extent, populouſneſs, and the 
genius of her people, will be able to pour in ten men to our one, in ſupport 
of her American pretenſions and deſigns, if the war ſhould laſt fifty 
years. In the plan of operations, the firſt expedient then, which natu- 
rally preſents itſelf, is that of cutting off all communication between 
Old and New France; this the ſeizure of Quebec will only effect, and, 
at the ſame inſtant it will break the French force in Canada :—when the 
ſpring is diverted or cut off, the river muſt dry up. Such is the poſi- 
tion of Quebec, that it is abſolutely the key of French America, and 
our poſſeſſion of it would for ever lock out every Frenchman, be the 
ſignal of revolt to the Indians, ever determined by ſucceſs, and probably 
to a majority of the Canadian French, fond of liberty. Montreal muſt 
fall the ſame campaign, and Louiſbourgh, with every ſtrong hold de- 
pending on them for ſubſiſtence, and all French Canada will neceſſarily 
follow their fate. Such is the happy ſituation of Quebec, or rather of 
Montreal, to which Quebec is the citadel, that, with the aſſiſtance of 
a few ſluices, it would become the centre of communication between the 
Gulph of Mexico and Hudſon's Bay, between the Atlantie and Pacific 
Oceans, by an interior navigation formed for drawing to itſelf the 
wealth and ſtrength of the vaſt interjacent countries; the commerce of 
Europe, Africa, South America, and Aſia, by a quick and eaſy exterior 
navigation, and advantageouſly placed, if not deſtined, to lay the foun- 
dation of the moſt potent and beſt connected empire that ever awed the 
world. Its utility to France will ariſe from a moſt rapid and independent 
commerce, well ſupplying the want or extinction of all other, ſince its 
| territories from north to ſouth do, or will with a little induſtry and 
miniſterial addreſs, produce whatever characterizes the growth and manu- 
facture of every country. What moſt immediately imports us, is the 
Ry 0 


E 

monopoly of furs, with their fabricature; and the vaſt fiſhery in and 
about the river of St. Lawrence, at once an inexhauſtible mine of wealth, 
and ſeminary of hardy ſeamen. | Theſe advantages ſhew the perpetual 
and mighty reſources which Canada alone, in the poſſeſſion of France, 
will furniſh, in conſtituting a naval power, to our moſt dangerous rival. 
A political neceſſity will determine this nation, and the inſidious prac- 
tices of France will frequently favour us with pretexts, to deſtroy, at 
intervals, their fleets, thereby to preſerve our naval ſuperiority, on 
which our all depends; for, however exalted be the bravery, or happy 
the conduct of our officers, a reverence for truth obliges me to fay,. that, 
in neither are the French inferior ; their military knowledge is incom-- - TT x: 
parably greater, and well exerciſed ; and none, or few are the inſtances, 
where we have gained victory when the force was equal. But, my 
Lord, the temporary expedient. of deſtroying their fleet, will be but | 
the lopping off the Hydra's head, whilſt the. fiſhery of Canada, that 
noble nurſery of ſeamen, thoſe excellent harbours, particularly Quebec, 
the beſt circumſtanced in the world for building and docking ſhips, 
thoſe. deep rivers, crowned with. immenſe foreſts of excellent oaks and 
pines, flax plantations, the beſt iron mines, and every naval requiſite for 
pouring out new fleets,. remain in the dominion of France. What 
: hinders now, but want of common ſenſe or honeſty, the French miniſ- 
try from ſeducing and ſettling in Canada, (with recompences which, 
coſting nothing, at once would enrich the country with inhabitants and 
their induſtry,) all the nayal artificers of Europe, to conſtruct with 
materials at hand, and coſtin g nothing for ages to come, a moſt formid- 
able fleet on every exigency, and from making a continued naval arſenal 
from Cape Breton to Montreal? Our ſeizure of Canada would then 
undeniably, by this deſtruction of the vital ſource of their riſing naval WE 
power, and by an immenſe acceſſion to our own, give us the monopoly of | 
the fur and fiſhery trades, open to us ſo many new and vaſt channels 
of commerce as would take off our every poſſible manufacture, eſpe- 
1 of woollen and linen, whilſt it ny in eyery growth, and every 

| A „ material 
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-material at ſo cheap a rate as would wakes: us neceſſarily the mart of 
foreign exportation, and moſt amply compenſate for even the extinction 


of all our other foreign trade of importation; a circumſtance, in ſuch a 
ſituation to be wiſhed, as it would reunite and fortify all our coloniſts, 


and the excluſive poſſeſſion of that continent will fill each ocean with 


Britiſh ſhipping, without depopulating this country. Hence, my Lord, 
poſterity will ever venerate Lord Bolingbroke's project of the conqueſt 
of Canada, as the wiſeſt and moſt provident ever framed by Britiſh 
Miniſters, and had the execution at home and abroad been entruſted to 
men of equal zeal, of ſufficient ſpirit and abilities, its henefit to this 
nation could no more have been eſtimated, than its detriment to F rance, 


which, at this hour, would have been in no condition to injure or 


moleſt us. Hence, my Lord, I, with anxiety, ſaw and ſpoke, particu- 
larly to my Lord Northumberland, in November laſt, of the efforts 
againſt French uſurpation, purpoſed to be made on the Ohio, where 


nothing deciſive may happen, but the advantages and diſadvantages may 
reciprocally fluctuate, as long as the paſs of Quebec is open to pour in 


freſh ſupplies of French troops. The conjuncture ſeemed favourable, 
and French invaſion afforded the pretext of making an offenſive inſtead 


of a defenſive war, the different effects of which on the minds of the 


ſoldiery are well known, as is the greater facility in conductin 8 eu 


former, and its more numerous advantages. 


Such a war would probably have had an a event, if, in 
the laſt autumn, the fleet of England had been manned for action, and 


the army ſufficiently augmented to guard theſe kingdoms in all contin- 


gencies ; if a ſtrong” ſquadron had blocked up or deſtroyed (if they had 


put to ſea) the armament which it was eaſy to foreſee the French would 
puſh to ſupport their pretenſions in America; if another ſquadron, with 
the tranſports, &c. all ſheathed, by previous feint orders ſent to the 
Windward Iſlands, and proviſion made there, apparently deſtined to 


ſeize the Neutral or French Iſlands, had failed in the beginning of 
March with fix or ſeven thouſand old _ with ſome brigades 
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of foreign engineers, and munitions for ſieges, and on opening at fon 
their ſcaled orders, had proceeded to beſiege Quebec; if the independent 
companies and levies of the Southern Provinces of America, had, during 
winter, aſſembled at a proper poſt in Penſylvania, formed magazines, 


levelled the roads, and made all apparent preparations for acting on the 
Ohio in the ſpring; if a corps of fix thouſand men had been raiſed and 


regimented under Britiſh Officers in New York and New England, and 
deluſory meaſures taken for their joining the troops in Penſylvania ; if 
two or three hundred ſhipwrights had. been ſent to the fort on the lake 
Ontario, as a reinforcement of the garriſon, but ſeeretly to collect and 
build as many floops and boats as poſſible; if a few Indian companies of 


irregulars, under their own officers, had been entertained to-attend theſe 


two bodies; if the governor of New England, ſolely truſted with the 
ſecret, had privately collected proviſions, munitions, &c. during Ws, 


at Boſton; and, in March, had tranſported two thouſand of the 1 new 


raiſed troops to Nova Scotia, under pretext of acting offenſively there, 
but in reality to relieve the old regiments; if, in April, the governor 


of New York had aflembled the militia, Indians, &c. at Albany, and 


made feigned diſpoſitions for attacking Crown-Point-; and at the ſame 
time the governor of New England had aſſembled the troops, &c. at 
| Boſton, embarked or marched them, as moſt convenient, the beginning 


of May, under pretext of attacking Chignecto, ſtopping, however, at 
the river Kennebeck, where the Nova Scotia old regiments ſhould have 


joined them, and together have marched to Fort Halifax, entrenched 
: ſtrongly, and eſtabliſhed their grand magazine; if the troops in Penſyl- 
vania, whoſe early rendezvous and preparations would naturally have 
drawn moſt of the French troop froms Quebec and Montreal, had begun 
to move in May, and after ſome feints, had ſuddenly, and by forced 
marches, filed off and ſeized the petty fort at Niagara, entrenched 
ſtrongly, have ſeized immediarely-and built armed veſſels, and ſcoured 


the lake Erie, whilſt ſome provincial ſeamen had done the fame on the 


lake Ontario, and kept open the communication between Niagara and 


the 
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the fort on. the lake Ontario : this enterprize, well es. would 
neceſſarily cut off the retreat of the French at the Ohio, and moulder 
them away by famine and deſertion. The different proviſions and mo- 
tions, feigned and real, made at Boſton, New Vork, Penſylvania, and 
Nova Scotia, with other attentions dictated by a juſt knowled ge of the 
cauntry, and a proper uſe of the Indians, would conceal. the real deſign, 
whilſt they correſponded with its execution, and by drawing the at- 
tention of the French governor every where, incapacitate him from 
acting efficaciou 3 where. On the arrival of the fleet at Quebec, 
or in the middle of May, the troops ſhould march from Fort Halifax, 


and join the forces in carrying on a vigorous ſiege. Quebec, neceſſarily 
reduced, and garriſoned with ſome New England and ſome old troops, 
the army ſhould immediately proceed to Montreal, the reduction af 
which muſt neceſſarily be attended by the ſurrender of all other poſts, 
as from the twb former they draw their whole ſubſiſtence and munitions. 
The blow, my Lord, would have been bold but with theſe proviſions, 
no leſs eaſy than deciſive in our favor, and mortal to the French, and, 


in.the rupture, conſequent to this ſtroke, the coup de grace be effeQually 
given by a firm adherence to, and vigorous proſecution of a naval war 
in all ſeas, ſoon extirpating the French naval power and commerce, 
and exhauſting and „ to a great eien her natural only | 
and ſtrength. 
France might probably. act, as if ſhe thought our weak part to lie on 
the European continent, and attempt to diſtreſs or divert us from the 
proſecution of our natural intereſt and uſe of our natural ſtrength, by an 
attack on our allies. I preſume not, my Lord, to know the nature or 
_ reaſon, or extent of our connections there; but it becomes a nation, as 
a. private perſon, to be tenacious. of its engagements, and theſe might 
probably be well anſwered by our money and the force of our fleets, ſo 
far as they could be uſeful. The Germanic body might not ſuffer, for 
its own ſake, any of its members, or the Dutch. to be long a ſpoil 
to the French: means might ariſc to make Pruſſia an acting triend; and 
| | probably 
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probably Spain be induced to co-operate with us, on the terms 3 
ing with our fleet any body of troops ſent to re- unite, which they are 
thought to have at heart, Hiſpaniola to their crown; an iſland of ſignal 


detriment to us in the hands of the induſtrious Frenchman, but of no 
conſequence in the poſſeſſion of the lazy Spaniard. The ceſſion of the 
Neutral Iſlands, or whatever France might take in the Weſt Indies or 
Mediterranean, would be'an eaſy purchaſe for Canada. At all events, 
England has often taken glorions care of herſelf, when Scotland and 
Wales have been in the enemy's ſcale, and could do ſo again, maugre 
the efforts of France and all her allies; whatever their malice might be, 
their power to hurt would ſoon fink never to riſe more, by the loſs of 


Canada and the deſtruction of their ſhipping. Your Lordſhip may aſk, 


why I mention not the Miſſiſippi colony and inlet; perhaps it would be 
expedient to take no further notice of them now, than to prevent any con- 
ſiderable reinforcement from being ſent thither, but not to ſeize them for 


two reaſons; the firſt is, that no preſent umbrage might be given the. 


Spaniard by ſo near a neighbourhood in the Mexican Gulph; the ſecond 
is, that the few inhabitants who ſurvive their migration thither, might 
be permitted to open, plant, and render healthful that country, and 
make it more worth capture, inevitable whenever we pleaſed, for the 
ſame reaſons that the inhabitants of cold have ever and ever will conquer 
thoſe of hot climates. A good fort or two at the junction of the Ohio 
and the Miſſiſippi rivers, would be ſufficient to ſtop the Miſſiſippians 


- from penetrating to the northward and north-weſtward. 


* 


An objection to a plan of this tendency may ariſe, my Lord, from the 
projects of independency, which a conſciouſneſs of growing ſtrength, 
and the annihilation of French power, might give birth to, in our 
American colonies, and therefore a balance of power between the two 


people there, might be more advantageous to the two crowns; but 
beſides the moral impoſſibility of fixing ſuch an equality of power, by 
no means the aim or end of the French, an upright and ſteady govern- 


ment will always have due weight with the bulk of a people, whatever 


be 
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be the practices of ſome turbulent or ambitious ſpirits. The ſplitting. 
af that empire into many diſtinct governments, t the diverſity of man- 
ners, cuſtoms, modes of religion, and intereſts too conſequent to the- 
difference of climates, provincial laws, products, and ſituation inland 
and maritime, will render a coalition of political views not eaſily practi- 
cable, but create jealouſies, and an indifference, or rather balance, to- 
each others projects. Twenty thouſand regular troops,  judiciouſly. 
poſted, and chiefly in the conquered provinces, would guard and com- 
mand the whole country. T heſe troops, maintained as levied at the 
expence of America, ſhould be triennially relieved to prevent their ac- 
quiſition of any natural intereſt there, and all conſiderable poſts, civil,.. 
military and eccleſiaſtical, be invariably filled by perſons of proportionate. 
land property, in Great Britain and Ireland. Such, with other precau-. 
tionary proviſions, the command of the ſea, and the phyſical dependence,. 
at leaſt for many ages, that continent, from its great inequalities of 
ſeaſons, lakes, &c. muſt neceſſarily have on this kingdom for its woollen 
manufactures, would very ſolidly eſtabliſh Britiſh dominion. Perhaps 
the erection of Canada into a kingdom for Prince Edward, would for 
ages anſwer that purpoſe, as well as be. a greater, more rational and. 
permanent acceſſion of ſtrength to this kingdom and its Royal Family, 
than the wearing of ſo many crowns by the Houſe of Bourbon, in dif- 
ferent parts of Europe, can poſſibly be to that family or to France. 
But, ſuppoſing this independent ſpirit, in future times, to take place; 
the provinces will always be glad to receive, and this nation ſtrong - 
enough to impoſe, as their head, a younger ſon. of the Royal Family; 
and certainly the union between two people of the ſame blood, religion, . 
| polity, language, laws, humour, and genius, under the ſame family, 
would be infinitely more ſtrongly cemented and complicated than the 
union of ſtates and kingdoms, diſſimilar in almoſt each requeſt, nurſed . 
in and diſtinguiſhed by national prejudices, can be under the dominion . . 
or influence of the Bourbon or any other family, or the n, of. 
any conjunctures can form. 


. 


But my Lord, il the advantage. will not allure, neceſſity ought, att 
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1 hope will impell us to conquer Canada; the pretenſions of the French 
to that whole continent, though temporarily diſſembled by their govern- 


ment, are conſtant and avowed by the people; and the hopes and aim of 


both invariably terminate in its reduction. Their own hiſtories of New 
France are hiſtories of continued ſchemes, plots, enter prizes, and machi- 
nations, miniſterial and private, in peace and war, concerted for the 

accompliſhment of this great event, and to facilitate which, perjuries, 
poiſons, murders are, with them, lawful means. If Canada remaing 
in the hands of the French, they will equally from the operation of their 
good and bad qualities, from the nature of things, arrive at this ſupreme 
| ſovereignty ; and the Engliſh colonies experience the ſame fate which 
the Grecian colonies, on the coaſt of Aſia, underwent from the grand 
monarch of Afia ;—fall a prey to the grand monarch of American France: 
nor are the circumſtances diſſimilar, but in favour of the French, ex- 
cepting numbers, which every day will improve. The very political 
independency of the provinces on each other, will quicken their depen- 
dence on the French, and the whole power and wealth of the continent 
become that of the foe, and be turned againſt Great Britain. 

Vour Lordſhip will readily conclude, that I am one of thoſe who wiſh 
the late armament from Breſt had not been permitted to fail, or to have 
been deſtroyed if they had failed ; I fervently wiſhed it; and ſhall be ex- 
tremely happy if I am miſtaken in my belief, that the arrival of that 

armament in Canada, will be eventually productive of great miſchief, 
unleſs timely redreſſed by a furious attack of Quebec. Although that 
reinforcement, ſo much wanted there, and which the French, knowing 
their weak part, reſolved to ſend at all hazards, will render its reduction 
more difficult; yet more troops, great addreſs in the preparation, and 
great reſolution in the execution, which a good General knows how to 
inſpire, will ſurmount the difficulty. Whatever the capture coſts of 


men and money, the expence of both will be ſmall to that of a defen- 


five war and precautionary proviſions, which may have little inter- 


miſſion, and no end, until the French be formally and really maſters of 
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that continent. The acquiſition will be to us a temporary expence, 
inſtantly repaid by the fur trade and fiſhery ; the benefit perpetual: but 
in the hands of the French, their American power will ſoon grow ſo ſtrong, 
and take ſuch an extended and deep root, to which a defenſive war will 
not a little contribute, that it will prove the ſevereſt thorn in the ſides 


of England, to extract which, millions in vain may hereafter be ex- 
pended. I juſt beg leave to ſay a word of the navigation of the river 


St. Lawrence: it appears, through all the affected obſcurity of the 


French voyage writers, and the horror which former miſcarriages and 
ignorance has thrown on it, to be ſafe, though ſometimes tedious; the 


myſtery conſiſts in timeing the voyage and keeping the ſouthern coaſt 


aboard, from Cape Rozier to he onbs with due ea to ſome inter- 


vening ſhallows and iſlands. 

If any ſuggeſtions of mine could contribute n a em of ope- 
rations for this or any other enterprize, your Lordſhip will always very 
heartily command me, as the country will my ſervice; and, if any thing 
here ſaid appears intereſting, your Lordſhip will do me particular favor 
in communicating it to my Lord Hallifax, to whom J have not the honor 
of being known. Your Lordſhip will have the goodneſs to conſider it 
as flowing from a heart fervently attached to the public ſervice, and 
your favorable acceptance of it may hereafter induce me to lay before 
your Lordſhip a plan, which, in the courſe of ſome military eſſays oc- 
curred to me, for the eſtabliſhment of a marine corps, whoſe ſervice, in 
peace and war, might poſſibly give ſatisfaction to prince and people; 
certainly would be more uſeful than the marines now raiſing, who, I. 
humbly apprehend, cannot in their preſent form be good ſoldiers, nor 
in any form good ſeamen, e to the contrary may be * 


A * my Lord, &c. | 
J. SIMCOE. 
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June 1ſt, 1755. 
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